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practice with the wisdom of the serpent that is
recommended in the gospels, or because of
the Pauline doctrine of adaptability, that by
all means they may save some.
But as far as mere air and exercise goes, the
childish game of playing at horses is admirably
calculated to increase health and vigour and
needs no expensive resources. Yet what would
be said and thought if a prelate and his suffragan
ran nimbly out of a palace gate in a cathedral
close, with little bells tinkling, whips cracking,
and reins of red ribbon drawn in to repress the
curvetting of the gaitered steed ? There is nothing
in reality more undignified about that than in
hitting a little ball about over sandy bunkers.
If the Prime Minister and the Lord Chief
Justice trundled hoops round and round after
breakfast in the gravelled space behind the Horse
Guards, who could allege that they would not
be the better for the exercise ? Yet they would
be held for some mysterious reason to have
forfeited respect. To the mind of the philo-
sopher all games are either silly or reasonable ;
and nothing so reveals the stupid conventionality
of the ordinary mind as the fact that men con-
sider a series of handbooks on Great Bowlers